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Reservation Movements in Indian Democracy

D.S.Shambharkar
sor & HoD (Political Scicnee) S.B.Mabhila Mahavidyalaya Mahal
Nagpur-440032 ,dnyancshwarshambharkar@ gmail.com

Reservation is an indivisible part of Indian society now. It was
wosd o ensure the historically underprivileged communitics giving
-Ce$s to resources as without economic progress they would have
socially disadvantaged forever. Now the reservation policy is
as affirmative action. That means a set of procedures designed to
are unlawful discrimination among masses, remedy as the results to
fiscrimination ahd prevent any discrimination in the future. In India
reservation find in the caste system that started with arrival of
2. The history of rescrvation has vast background in the past i.e.
miependence and post independence. The concept of reservation
. goes back to late 18" century. The idea of caste-based reservation
1Mls originally conceived by Mahatma Jyotirao Phule and William
2x in 1882. That time Mahatma Phule demanded primary education,
ships, independent academics etc particularly in favor of Shudra
shudra. This is the first movement for reservation.

Mahatma Phule this movement is succeeded by the great
irzpati Shahu Maharaj. He was a great visionary and social worker.
ard classes welfare in education and social sector was his priority.
zpti Shahu Maharaj contributed two things to Phule movement:
gave effective boost to the Satyashodhak Movement with sympathy
g support.

financial and\ideological support, encouragement, policies and
nmes foster the movement directly or indirectly.

When Shahu Maharaj was in England to attend the coronation of
Edward VII on 26" July 1902 issued historic gazette order
nally in English and followed by Marathi according to administrative
of his Karveer (Kolhapur) State. He ordered: “From the date of this
50 per cent of the vacancies that may occur shall be filled by
its from among the backward classes. In all offices in which the
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proportion of officers of the backward classes at present is less than 50
per cent. The next appointment shall be given to a member of those
classes. A quarterly return of all appointments made after the issue of
order shall be submitted by all the Heads of Departments. For the
purposes of these orders the backward classes shall be understood to
means all castes other than Brahmins, Prabhu, Senavi, Parsees and other
advanced classes.” Shahu Maharaj is father of reservation in India.
Implementation of this order is called the Practice of Reservation and this
is the earliest example of Affirmative Action in the Indian history. Shahu
Maharaj’s decision has to see in following perception:

 Not only privileged get participation in polity or bureaucracy

* Fair chance of representation for all castes to live a contented life
¢ A new era began in Indian Social Order

Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar’s life and mission inspired by Shahu
‘Mabharaj with financial support for higher education and Mook Nayak a
fortnightly paper. At the time of 1918 South Bureau Commission visit to %
India along with Lokmanya Tilak and Congress three more person pul
demand before Britishers for representation. They were Babasahch
Ambegkar, Barrister Jinnah and Bhaskarrao Jadhav. Bhasrrao jadhav was
sent by Shahu Maharaj. The demand did not reflect in 1919 First British
India Act due Congress oppose. Then in 1928 Simon Commission can -3
‘to India to complete task of representation. Babasaheb welcomed it
whereas Congress opposed giving slogan “Go Back Simon” and showin
black flags. The task remained incomplete. Further British oovemmc.nl
called round table conferences in 1930 and 1931. There Babasahli
demanded for separate electorate and independent representation k}?
untouchables and got success having Communal Award in favor il
August 17, 1932 but Mahatma Gandhi opposed it strongly with fast-un
death that ultimately resulted into Poona Pact getting joint electoriiis &
instead of separate one. Main purpose of reservation was defeated. Nt:? ;
then British Prime Minister Ramsay Macdonald’s Communal Awiiit
made provision for separate electorates for Muslims, Sikhs, Ini e

Christians, Anglo-Indians, Europeans and Dalits is base of todiy
. reservation system.
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