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Abstract

Sarvodaya as a phil o

welfare of allihrough }con:);(:x}:\]i‘l);' l;:;nf(’)li::o; '.“‘O‘d wh "'""””‘”‘“S“f' e e g
and speeches proposed the concept of é)r"xm' C)V\::I':(')l\l:';:itl.llM V‘:h"‘“”‘; (fnm'fhi e TeEAT
PR T ‘ ‘ o ‘ o =L I ‘ ' !
I'his concept was further elaborated and" execuled thjr()ugh a p::)glr;l:fg}nuc(l)i:)r:ul:dlhri(:zj, irrcl‘r:;(.-l'l(mll
1n advocale of Sarvodaya philosophy, Vinoba Bhave. In the concept of Gram Sv{/arjA th;l :txr;:tni:‘
given on individual’s holistic participation in the development and welfare of the/ co‘mmurhlity"
G.andhi and Vinoba both expounded the role which citizens at local level can play to revam;;
villages and enjoy self-rule. This paper presents a vivid picture of how Sarvodaya thinkers
emphasised on the role of citizens in building up resilient Gram Swaraj.

Key Words: Gram Swaraj, Gandhi, Vinoba, Sarvodaya

Introduction

Gandhi had defined democracy in the words, ‘Democracy must in essence mean the art and

sciefwce of mobilizing the entire physical, economic and spiritual resources of all the various
sections of the people in the service of the common good of all (Gandhi, 1939) This definition of
democracy proposed by Gandhi amplifies the role he expected from citizens towards building up

1ty under democracy. Here he referred to physical, economic and spiritual
sociely for the welfare of all. How citizens
|, economic and

the role, the

resilient commur
resources of individual citizens to be devoted to the
could play the pivotal role in democ\‘acy through chanalizing their physica
spiritual resources could be brought outon the basis of his suggestions in this regard.
Vinoba, his disciple and advocate of Sarvodaya, to0 had immense faith in the power of
people. He had infact more faith in power of people than that of government. ITIe.had declared,
"The People are like a well and government is a bucket. That is why my emphafls is on power of
people. The major objective i to increase power of people 'and to brighten it. (B.ha?/e, 1957) As
Vinoba had declared his objective of increasing and brightening power of people, it can Pe drav:n
that he had put thrust on citizens rather than gover.nment shou}l:'l play{;r\tjcr)
democracy. The role which he expected from citizens is fouf\d- to be 'dlscusse;i lt:y tm; L:lr:der "o
broad heads one related to the pOliiiCﬂl aspect of citizens life Wh.l(.:hn::’ fnf‘:’ co(:r‘:s(':sting of their
caption of ‘Lokniti’ and another which covers - B e férmer "+ bad said,
contribution towards building up 2@ sell- ' 1 cople at all levels.
“Lokniti’ means that poWer must actually pas® mt’o }he ;\erlcizn?‘i rt:\i/al;, aFr)\d s place must
Government must continuously either recefi? 1r.110 bac:l;f,r;);l: e eople” (Tandon 2004) This
be taken up by the peo : [nitiative f\‘;.‘;ob}a‘;;ished to un gtained efforts
definition of ‘Lokniti’ ma i al \clear thaf ! fits |mination in substituting POWET of
R . : objective of 115 cu
highlighting role of citizens W
government with initiative of citizens
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Gandhi and Vinoba bot
th
i wilagesand el Self_ntll;ssﬁre%gounded the role which citizens at local
emPhasised on the role of citizens i;1 b“ _‘p'aper presents a vivid picture of howC ; jeve, can play o
O ments in Segment I, the tople .u1ldmg up resilient Gram Swaraj. Th ar\fod‘?ya thinkers
S ' opic is introduced and methodology is}o' . Pa};Cf e
iscussed. In Segment II, a

prief review of major ideas of G i
a .
el s A ndhi and Vinoba regarding active ‘cipati
and in Segment III, conclusion is drawn partcipation of citizens at loc

Methodology

“119 study 1S an
explo ’ .
itk e qualilaBive & Prmra]:or) study based on the method of literature review in accordance
Vahatma Gandhi ar;d \P/Il: LC Bllo research. The collection of speeches, books and articles by
noba Bhave were primarily refe ’ e
on Sarvodaya philosophy were reviewed. ’ y seterred, Gool e peseatdll Papefs WO

Major ideas of i : .
] of Gandhi and Vinoba regarding active participation of citizens at local

level — a brief review
Gandhi itiz i
sandhi expected citizens to become active more than voting and evaluating decisions of

yovernment. - his ' : S
g ment. Under his conception of Swaraj, he expected more participative and active role from

wanted to eliminate the distinction between ruled and rulers and wanted to

citizens. For it he
citizens themselves. He had once pointed

grant the governing and administrative powers to the
out, “The people of Europe have no doubt political power but no Swaraj. Asian and African races
artial benefit, and they, on their part, are being exploited by the rulling
acred name of dcmocracy.’(Gandhi, 1954) He therefore opposed the
d instead pressed on revival of
Wedderburn who firmly

are exploited for their p
class or caste under the s
adoption of western form of representative government an

[ system ensuring active role of citizens. Refering to Sit William
nselves by relinquishing the system of local self-

he said, ‘The people will be ruined if they let go their
ardent and sympathetic friend of the Indian
dually disappeared, along with

punchnyu
pelieved that Indian
ndiai.e. panchayat system,
akness. Sir William Wedderburn, an

all his life that, as the village panchayats gra
to swaraj. These panchayats cannot be revived by writing books. If, in every

arn how to manage their affairs, the true key to swaraj will have been
He was dejected when came to know that in the Constitution of
mention of village panchayals and decentralization. After coming
ainly an omission calling for immediate attention if
ice. The greater the power of the panchayats, the

dingly brought out the pressing need for revival
d of role he expected from citizens

pcople ruined ther

govermnenl inl
rights out of we
people used to say
them was lost the key
village, the people le
found.’(C\’VMG, Vol. 16)
h\dependent India, there was no
(o know it, he reacted in sharp words, ‘It is cert
our independence is to reflect the people’s VO

petter it is for the people.’(Gandhi, 1947) He accor :
ayat system at village Jevel. He also elaborated the kin

vel which could be discussed under the {ollowing heads:
a) View on Citizen’s [nitiative in Policy Making | |
Gandhi prectcd people i solutions and take active ia;\rl(;o.}r)‘z
e | ' 1] cloth and use adi 1
st D Suggcswd e vllogeS cet;tn;ﬁlt 1:1: asked the villager to com
i overnm _ :
such compulsion could be put by the & " | fom the Aucifitc
ft‘Solutioxf His urge for citizen's initiative could be understo

; injster an

( : . . ] { he were a Minis 5
he set forth his thoughtb consxdenng 1 : o el through g0
fl‘gard. He did accept th

at suc
i i endent Indi
4 out that the Jegislators in t ; ep ‘
% a2\ 7
Therefore, he he For ever)
nt of the voters Tep

of panch

at local le
licy making: He for

tead. He knew that

he pointe

!

the people. res,em\ed.

assume conse
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- as vot ' i 200
eo ‘:Ztriiin:wg;eg: erzf:); E(lgzir;dilf‘ll, :0016) But as he himself believed and had declared, * i
B "954) He thersfors asked thpe o.p.e look up to it for the regulation of everil det‘ai’l Sf“]/'afra’J
g i citizens to take initiative in this regard. He i : ” i
;eclare that they would not’wz:i: Pr’?ldumd b Ay Vmagz):l;l:;i’e] -
o et netessam 1:; Cll\oth, sa'y, after one year from a fixed date, that they re;qu‘;f:
o i S }; .en s and instruction, not as a gift but to be paid for o the
e departmentgand ilsl‘\CEL of 1ls's.ouerness, [ would give it legal form in consultationnwit;
e e a5 el 3 the o SO‘S a {1011f1cat1011, fully describing the genesis of the scheme. The
N ety the pen lrjsrb and others would have been party to it. The notification will
€ 048} ple’s measure, though bearing the Government stamp.” (Gandhi M.
' Vinoba expected that under democracy the role of
voting or putting up their candidates during elections. R

beyond the duty bound citizens accepting the decisions of their re

discussi ious i ‘
cussions on various issues which are held on the forum of legislature by different political
tizens. Decisions on all the issues should

parties should be held with the active participation of ¢

be arrived at only after thorough discussion and deliberation with citizens with their final
approval.' It could be easily possible at local level village communities. He explained, ‘Many times
pe.opl.e tfhmk after hearing me that I am given to attacking all the parties of today. But this attack of
mine is from a long-term point of view,\not for today. These parties may well exist for the present,

citizens should not be restricted to mere

ather he wanted also to expand their role
presentatives. He wanted that

ment is in our hand. B
by one and as a resu

d in your hand and de

but there should }f)e good relations between them. The differences should only pertain to ideas. If
50, d_’e}’ may be discussed in the presence of the people at the same platform, and the people, after
consideration, may support any of them they approve of.’ (Bhave, 1959) Vinoba thus did not want
the people to helplessly look towards legislature and its decisions for their welfare. In independent
|ndia too policies are framed and decisions are taken at one corner of the country and
imp]emented all over the country without consultation of local people for satisfying local needs.
Vinoba’s scheme on the contrary offered a unique solution where citizens could make suggestion
to party-men by taking active partin decision making.
He had further suggested citizens to overcome their dependency on medium of political
arties for arriving at decisions. He asked them to finalise certain decisions by themselves
independently. He asked them to realise their capability of decision making and overcome their
dependence. He expressed his urge in the words: “You may say that those whom we vote, they
only run the state, that means govern ut we have more expectations from
you. We wish that you take over an affair one It the work of government will
be reduced... You take over the probleq of lan cide to distribute la.nd to all
the landless people of the village. Call a meeting of villagers andafter working on it gather
y if the power of people will be expressed, the power of government

sufficient land... In this wa

will get less.” (Bhave, 1958) = orfection "
Je in villages should acquire s0 muc perfection in pO ic

hed that the PO ; atters related to policy

eek their opinion on m
ot have power to m
e will solve their pro
h the cooperation of
f govemment,

will solve that

He had infact wis
making that the ministers wou

making. He expressed his hope
affairs. That power will be earned when peo , ”
basis of power of village (Gr,l,,lgilakii), brain of village (Gmmbzuidhl) and w1

: iffi i lanning ©
citizens of village. Then whenever there will be any dlflfIICLlltY in any planninb
planning minister Shri Nanda shall come to people of Vld Egre ol ilage. (i)
iSsue in the same way as the problems in village are solved by peop™®

anage our own

1d come to them to s
blems on the

in the words, “Today we don
ple of every villag






