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What Persuades Urban Women Electorates To Vote?

(An Investigative Study of Attributes influencing Urban Women Voters Turnout in Nagpu "City)
Dr. Charuta V. Joshi

Assistant Professor

Smt. Binzani Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Mahal, Nagpur
of equality in all the walks of life and progros
Resultantly, women in independent India Were
granted equal rights with men including politica]
rights. The earlier studies (Rai, 2011, 2017) haye
already shown that out ofall the electoral activitie
major proportion of women participate in voting
activity and women voters turnout at national leve]
has shown a significant upsurge. In this context, the
present study has been undertaken to identify the
dominant factors promoting female voters turnout.

The present study is based on a survey
conducted in urban electorates of Nagpur city which

questionnaire through survey method. The sample | is the second capital and the third largest city of
size of 150 female electorates is taken for the study. [ Maharashtra. It was pointed out in a study
The data is analysed using factor analysis to identify | (Chandra and Potter 2016) that conventional studies
the significant factors promoting the female voters' | to locate reasons for low turnout were majorly
turnout, and the results are presented in the form | conducted in metropolitan cities. Identifying this
of major determinants which have encouraged | gap, Nagpur city was selected for conducting this

women to exercise their voting right. study.
It is found that the continuous upsurge in | Women Voters Turnout in Nagpur :

the turnout of urban female electorates is the result Nagpur is a tier 11 city with urban population
of influence of multitude of factors. It is concluded | 2,497,870 of which 1,223,732 are females, with
that out of these factors, 'Persuasion' for voting is | the sex ratio of 963 females per 1,000 males. as
the major determinant contributing substantially in | per 2011 Census. Table 1 below shows discernible

encouraging participation of women in voting activity. increase in the percentage of female voters' turnout
from 2009 to 2019 Lok Sabha elections. An

Key Words :
Urban women electorate, voters' turnout, | attempt is made in this study to assess the reasons
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Abstract :
In India, out of all the electoral activities,

participation of women in voting during elections
has shown a significant upsurge. In this context, the
present study has been undertaken to identify the
dominant factors promoting female voters' turnout
in urban areas. Considering demographic structure,
male female ratio and female voters' turnout, it is
proposed that the study related to female voters
turnout of Nagpur City can become representative

to evaluate these factors.
The data is collected on the basis of structured

Nagpur city, Key Factors. which have encouraged women to actively
I. Introduction :

The Constitution of India hailed the principle
Table 1: Voters Turnout in Nagpur Constituency — Lok Sabha 2009, 2014 & 2019 Polis

participate in voting activity.

Year Total Voters Male Female Percentage out of Total
Votcrs Yoters Yoters

Male Female

2009 17.38,920 9,03,688 8,35,232 55.89% 44.11%

2014 19,00,787 9,79,995 9,20,792 5341% 46.59%

2019 21,60.232 10,96,329 10.63.828 59.14% 54.90%
SOURCE: GENERAL ELECTIONS TO LOK SABHA HTTPS2/iCEO. MAHARASHTRA.GOV.IN/PDIF/LOKRESULT.POF |
ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA, COXSTITULNCY DATA SUMMARY, LOK SARUA ELECTION 2009 AND 2014, AND |
HETost/WWW. N AGPURTODAY. IN/TOTAL=21 60232. VOTERS-IN-N X GPLR-LOK-SABHA-CONSTITUENCY/0401 1932 |
HITps//WWW.B USINESS-STANDARD, COM/ELECTIONS/LOK-SABHA-ELECTIONS-2019/MAH ARASH IRA/NAGPUR-ELECTION-RESULTS- 4
27_1599.Hme i i
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